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Bridgewater College 

COMMUNITY ACTION 

SOCIOLOGY 401 

Spring  2016 

 

     Instructor: Dr. Mwizenge S. Tembo                                                    January 28, 2016 

     Office:  Bowman Hall 225                                            Office Hours: Posted on Office  

     Phone: 828-5351                                                                    Door and by Appointment  

     E - Mail: mtembo@Bridgewater.edu    

     Class Schedule: Tues & Thurs 11:00AM – 12:15PM 

All Cell Phones, Beepers, and Wrist Watch Beepers should be turned off before class. Cell 

Phones and Beepers should be put away and will not be used during class.  

You are expected to read the attached document at the end of the syllabus titled: 

“Ethics in Academic Work”. The document is also on the BC web page: 
http://www.bridgewater.edu/WritingCenter/BCplagiarism.htm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disability 

Bridgewater College is committed to providing all students equal access to the college’s 

academic programs and activities. Students who have or think they may have a condition 

(attention, learning, visual, hearing, physical, psychological or chronic medical) that 

impacts learning and for which an accommodation may be desired, are encouraged to 

contact the Director of Academic Support, Dr. Chip Studwell, 540, 828-5370 or 

cstudwel@bridgewater.edu. A letter is required from the Academic Support Office, each 

semester, in order to receive accommodations at Bridgewater.  

 

Sexual Misconduct 

Bridgewater College prohibits sexual harassment, including sexual violence.  Under our 

school policies and procedures, I am a “responsible employee”.  That means that I am 

someone who is required to pass on to the school’s Title IX Coordinator any instances of 

sexual misconduct that I see or hear about, including things that you may tell me.   

 

"Bridgewater College educates the whole person by providing a challenging and 

supportive learning community that fosters the growth of its students and empowers and 

motivates them to live educated, intelligent, healthy, purposeful and ethical lives in a 

global society. The college embraces the core values of integrity, equality, service and 

community, which have been inspired by its history with the Church of the Brethren. The 

College is a welcoming, diverse and vibrant community, committed to understanding and 

respecting individual differences and actively engaging all of its members”. 

       - Bridgewater College Catalog 
 

mailto:mtembo@Bridgewater.edu
http://www.bridgewater.edu/WritingCenter/BCplagiarism.htm
mailto:cstudwel@bridgewater.edu
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We do this to ensure that we provide a safe environment for everyone and to make sure 

that we help people who have been subjected to these behaviors.  I am a resource for you 

but I want to know that if you tell me about something that happened to you or someone 

else, I will keep the information private, but I can’t keep it confidential because I have to 

tell the Title IX Coordinator.  If you want to talk with someone who can keep it 

confidential, these are the people you can contact: 

Counseling Services (540) 828-5402 

                Randy Hook 

                Amy Ghaemmaghami 

Health Services (540) 828-5384 

                Paige French 

                Linda Bowers 

Chaplain (540) 828-5383 

                Robbie Miller 

For more information on the sexual misconduct policy at Bridgewater College, please 

refer to http://bridgewater.edu/about-bc/sexual-misconduct-title-ix or The Eagle Student 

Handbook. 

 

Course Overview 

The Community is a sociology capstone course that is deliberately designed to take a 

multifaceted approach that integrates several objectives. The course explores the 

community as a theoretical construct that has evoked different themes as the concept has 

undergone significant transformation of meanings through both the evolutionary and 

revolutionary changes among theorists in particular and the Western and other societies 

in general. 

In scholarly circles the social changes that have generated significant transformations and 

movements in the concept of community and its wide practical and theoretical 

ramifications can be captured through employing a wide variety of methodologies. Some 

of the methodologies that are used to capture this knowledge surrounding the concept of 

community are best achieved through experiential learning mediated through one branch 

of qualitative field research: field methods, sociological imagination and action, and 

class Public or Civil  Discourse.  

To help each student become an effective Academic Citizen, the instructor will 

encourage students to engage or participate in Public Discourse through taking part in  

Civil Discourse, Perspective Taking, Public Reasoning, and Self-Authorship  in 

exploring Community Action through as many in-class activities as possible. In the 

process of engaging in Civil Discourse, the student participate in and practice Public 

Discourse through Active Listening, Reframing, Public  Reasoning within a context of 

a Public Audience, Safe Space and being able to learn to be a Facilitator in the process 

in the course of studying about Community and Action. 

http://bridgewater.edu/about-bc/sexual-misconduct-title-ix
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The capstone course experience provides the best and unique opportunities for each 

student. This opportunity is for both the student and the class as whole to draw from, 

explore, exchange, and integrate some of their most significant new and previously 

accumulated ideas, experiences, and knowledge generated from the wide variety of 

courses taken in the classroom and experiences outside the classroom during the last four 

years. The course “the Community” and “Action” implies the course offers a unique 

opportunity for theory and praxis especially applying C. Wright Mills’ Sociological 

Imagination in recommending creative solutions to insidious problems of community. 

 

Course Objectives 

 To define, discuss and explore the concept of The Community and Action in all its 

historical, theoretical, practical, and contemporary complexity. 

 To primarily use qualitative field research and limited targeted observations to 

empirically test, validate, further create, investigate new  possible emerging, 

theories, perspectives, and  models of community. 

 To employ experiential learning to stimulate sociological imagination and action 

that may lead to influencing positive change in The Community in particular and 

the American and global society in general. 

 To participate in Public Discourse as a means of becoming a better Academic 

Citizen. 

Course Goals 

 To understand and be able to articulate the major theories of Community and their 

historical and contemporary roots. 

 To effectively use the qualitative field research observations to plan, test, refute, 

debunk, or validate some of the major elements, hypotheses, and corollaries of the 

concept of community raised through readings, class discussions, discourse, and 

experiential learning. 

 To effectively draw from the wide variety of previous and present experiential 

learning from inside and outside the classroom to learn about and demonstrate the 

sociological imagination and action.  The experiential learning will have a 

conceptual, reflective and analytical component. 

 To achieve these goals and objectives, the Instructor will use teaching methods that 

will include class discussions, Public Discourse, sharing of ideas, presentations, 

experiential trips to communities, limited lectures, books and other readings, video 

Clips, essays and research reports, and tests. 

 

Required Readings 

1. Martin, W. Allen,. The Urban Community, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: 

Pearson Prentice Hall, 2004. 

2. Bailey, Carol., A Guide to Qualitative Field Research, 2nd Edition, Thousand Oaks, 

California: Pine Forge Press, 2007. 
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Recommended 

Simmel, George., The Stanger, in The Sociology of Georg Simmel, by Kurt Wolf, The 

Free Press: a Division of Macmillan Publishing Co., 1950, 1978. 

Bauman, Zygmunt., Chapter Three, Strangers, pp. 54 – 70, in Thinking Sociologically, 

Malden, Massachussetts:  Blackwell Publishers, 1990. 

 

Reading Assignments 

 
Week 1: January 26 – 31 

Definitions, characterizations, theories and conceptions of community; introduction to 

qualitative field research observation; Sociological imagination and action. 

 

 Martin, The Urban Community, Introduction, pages xi – xix. 

 Warren, Older and Newer Approaches to the Community, pp. 54-71 in Martin, 

The Urban Community.  

 Bailey, Chapter 1, Preface, Introduction to Qualitative Field Research, pp. 1 – 

13, A Guide to Qualitative Field Research (2007). 

 Delanty, Community as an Idea, Chapter 1, pp. 1- 26, in Community (2003). 

 *C. Wright Mills, Ch. 1, “The Promise”, pp. 2- 5* 

 

Week 2: February 1 – 7 

Urban and Sociocultural Perspectives of Community; Qualitative Field Research. 

Experiential Trip # 1: New Community Project and the Salvation Army Homeless 

Shelter or Soup Kitchen. 

 

 Burgess, The Growth of the City: An Introduction to a Research Project, pp. 1-10 

in Martin, The Urban Community (2004) 

 *Ferdinand Tonnies, Community and Society (Gemeinschaft and Gesellschaft), 

pp. 21-39 in Martin, The Urban Community(2004) 

 Bailey, Chapter 3, Prelude to Qualitative Fieldwork, pp. 33-47, A Guide to 

Qualitative Field Research (2007). 

 Bailey, Chapter 6, Observations, pp. 79 – 94 in A Guide to Qualitative Field 

Research (2007). 

 

 

Week 3: February 8 – 14 

Sociocultural Perspective,  Case Studies of Community, and Qualitative Field Research 

 

 *Simmel, The Bulk Cities and Mental Life, pp. 32 -39, in Martin, The Urban 

Community(2004) 

 Hunter, Persistence of Local Sentiments in Mass Society, pp. 72 – 88, in in 

Martin, The Urban Community(2004) 
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 *Merton, Types of Influentials: The Local and the Cosmopolitan, pp. 89 – 96, in 

Martin, The Urban Community (2004) 

 Bailey, Chapter 2, Ethical Issues in Qualitative Field Research, pp. 15 – 31 in A 

Guide to Qualitative Field Research (2007) 

 

 

Week 4: February 15 – 21 

Community Building and Qualitative Field Research 

Experiential Trip # 2: Our Community Place and New Community Project 

 

 Bridger and Luloff, Building the Sustainable Community: is Social Capital the 

Answer? Pp. 110 – 122 in in Martin, The Urban Community (2004) 

 Bailey, Chapter 5, Methodology, pp. 63 -78; in A Guide to Qualitative Field 

Research (2007) 

 

 

Week 5: February 22 – 28 

Community Participation, Social Connections, community theory revisited, Qualitative 

Field Research. 

 

 Wuthnow, Loose Connections, pp. 147 – 155, in Martin, The Urban Community 

(2004). 

 Lemann, Kicking in Groups, pp. 156 – 161, in Martin, The Urban Community 

(2004) 

 Delanty, Community and Society: Myths of Modernity, pp. 28 – 49, in Community 

(2003). 

 

Week 6: February 29 -March 4 

Community Experiential Observations # 1 and # 2  Presentations Reports 

 

SPRING BREAK 
 

Week 7: March 14 – 20 

Social Isolation and Community 

 Rankin and Quane, Neighborhood Poverty and the Social Isolation of Inner-City 

African American Families, pp. 178 – 192, in Community (2003). 

 Small and Newman, Urban Poverty after the Truly Disadvantaged: The 

Rediscovery of the Family, the Neighborhood, and the Culture, pp. 193 – 197, in 

Community (2003). 

 

Week 8: March 21 – 27 

Community Action 

Experiential Trip # 3: New Community Project and Our Community Place 

 Mesch and Schwirian, The Effectiveness of Neighborhood Collective Action, pp. 

198 – 213, in Community (2003). 
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 Etzioni, The Responsive Community: a Communitarian Perspective, pp. 214 – 

226, in Community (2003). 

 

Week 9: March 28 – April 3: 

Modern Ecological Views of the City, Socio-Geographic Views, Qualitative Field 

Research. 

 Mitchell, Thomas, and Cutter, Dumping in Dixie Revisited: Evolution of 

Environmental Injustices in South Carolina, pp. 229 – 238, in Community (2003). 

 Kaplan, The Spatial Structure of Urban Ethnic Economies, pp. 255 – 265, in 

Community (2003). 

 Bailey, Chapter9, Coding, Memoing, and Descriptions, pp. 125-141, in A Guide 

to Qualitative Field Research (2007) 

 

EASTER  BREAK 

 

Week 10: April 4 – 10 

Qualitative Field Research 

Experiential Trip # 4: New Community Project and Our Community Place. 

 Bailey, Chapter 10, Typologies, Taxonomies, Visual Representations, and 

Themes, pp. 143 – 161, in A Guide to Qualitative Field Research (2007) 

 Bailey, Chapter 11, Storytelling, Critical Events, and Analytic Induction, pp. 161 

– 178, in A Guide to Qualitative Field Research (2007) 

 

Week 11: April 11 – 17    
 

The Modern Holistic Study, Qualitative Field Research 

 Bailey, Chapter 12, Evaluation Criteria and Final Manuscript, pp. 179 -195, in A 

Guide to Qualitative Field Research (2007 

 Molotch, Freudenburg, and Paulsen, History Repeats Itself, but How? City 

Character, Urban Tradition, and the Accomplishment of Place, pp. 301 – 334, in  

Community (2003). 

 

Week 12: April 18 – 24 

Community Imagination and Action Project Presentations 

 

Week 13: April 25 – May 1 

Community Imagination and Action Public Discourse Project Presentations 

 

Week 14: May 2 – 3 

Review for Final Exams 

 

May 7: (10:30 am -12:30pm) Final Exam 

 

Course Requirements 

 The course has TWO tests and the Final Exam. 
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 The course has FOUR Community Experiential Observations 4 page (excluding 

source page) papers.  

 ONE Community Experiential Observations # 1 and # 2 Presentation(s) Report. 

 a Six page Community Imagination and Action (excluding source page) Paper 

 Community Imagination and Action Analysis Presentation Summary Report 

 Students will be expected to do all the required reading before the class, participate 

in the FOUR experiential community observation trips and participate in class 

Public Discourse sessions and presentations, and take their own readings and some 

lecture notes. 

 The course depends heavily on Public Discourse discussions, raising questions, 

actively engaging in discourse, exchange of ideas, planning, integrating concepts, 

being proactive, and expectations of remarkable display of class collective and 

individual responsibility and independence. Students are expected to display 

integrity, respect for each other and especially our hosts when we go on 

experiential trips. 

 

The Assignment schedule is as follows: 

 

DUE DATE ASSIGNMENT                             POINTS               % GRADE 
To ne Announced 3x90 Civil Discourse Presentations 120 17.92%  

Feb 4 C. E. O Report-Paper # 1 (4 pages) 50 7.46% 

Feb. 18 Test # 1                                                  60 8.96% 

Feb. 25 C. E. O Report-Paper # 2  (4 pages)       50  7.46% 

March 1 & 3 C. E. O Report Presentations        30  4.47% 

March 31  C. E. O Report-Paper # 3 (4 pages)        50  7.46% 

April 14 C. E. O Report-Paper # 4 (4 pages)  50  7.46% 

April 21 Test  # 2        60  8.96% 

April 26 & 28  C. I. A. Presentation Summary Report 50  7.46% 

April 29 C. I. A  Eight Page Paper   50  7.46% 

May 7:(10:30am-12:30pm)Final Exam       100  14.93% 

TOTAL         670   100.00% 

 

All written Assignments must be A) uploaded to the Course Moodle Page and B) a 

Hard Copy must be turned in to the Instructor. 

 

              

GRADING: 

90  -  100%          A  

80  -    89%          B 

70  -    79%         C 

60  -    69%          D 

59% and below    F 

 

PAPER 
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 All the Community Experiential Observations papers and the Community 

Imagination and Action paper must follow the requirements of academic papers: 

must always be well organized with a good title, introduction, well defined 

objectives, well written, with proper punctuation, good spelling, proper length, 

proper citing of sources in the text of your paper, and a reference list at the end of 

the paper. The text of the paper must demonstrate the ability of the student to engage 

in good discourse through being able to describe, explore, analyze, and integrate 

ideas pertaining to the particular issue or topic. OneSource or Monosource never 

make for good research papers. Always use many or up to 8 sources which are a 

mix of types of sources; books, journals, and the internet.  

 

45-50 points (A): Paper has all of the above very well done with a good conclusion with a 

clear academic discourse with a demonstration of your point of view based on 

the alternative hypotheses, arguments, good use of theories or perspectives of 

community, qualitative field research, experiential trips findings and 

discussions clearly demonstrated in the paper report. The paper demonstrated 

outstanding Community Imagination and Action based on the preceding 

systematic discussions and discourse. The student has described, explored, 

analyzed and synthesized the significant aspects of the topic. 

 

40-44 points (B/B+): Paper has some or all of the above done in an average to satisfactory 

manner. 

35-39 points (C/C+): Paper has some of the above done but in a below average manner 

with the paper being rather short. 

 

30-34 points (D/D+): Paper is poorly written with very few of the above done. Paper might 

be poorly organized and rather short. 

 

Below 29 points (F): Bad or Poor paper with most of the above missing 

 

CIVIL DISCOURSE and PRESENTATIONS 

All Civil Discourse presentations must provide evidence that you have engaged in 

practicing Academic Citizenship through effective participation in Public or 

Civil Discourse, Perspective Taking, Public Reasoning, and Self-

Authorship. The Civil Discourse must show or demonstrate that the student 

engaged in Active Listening, Reframing, Public Reasoning within the 

context of a Public Audience, Safe Space and being able to learn to be a 

Facilitator during group and class discussions.  

 

All class presentations must always be well and clearly organized. The 

presentation should have a clear introduction, good explanation of the main 

ideas, facts, points, the arguments and analysis of theories and perspectives of 

community, substantive knowledge gained from the experiential trips and 

some of the challenges and advantages of qualitative field research. The 
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presentation must have adequate detail, voice projection, poise, composure, 

abiding to the time limit and possible provocative questions raised for class 

discussion and discourse at the end of the presentation.  The presentation 

should be completed in the assigned time limit and have a good clear 

conclusion. Merely reading thick text from the PowerPoint screen during the 

presentation does not constitute a good presentation. 

 

45-50 points (A): Presentation has all of the above very well done with a good conclusion 

with a clear demonstration of your point of view based on the alternative 

hypotheses, arguments, perspectives, observations, findings, clearly 

demonstrated in the presentation.  

 

40-44 points (B/B+): Presentation has some of the above done in an average to satisfactory 

manner. 

 

35-39 points (C/C+): Presentation has some of the above  done but in a below average 

manner with the presentation being rather short and abrupt 

 

30-34 points (D/D+): Presentation is poorly done with very few of the above done. 

Presentation might be poorly organized and rather short. 

 

Below 29 points (F): Bad or Poor  presentation     

Absence from class, lack of and poor participation  will be  taken into consideration in 

deciding the final course grade. It is the responsibility of the STUDENT to contact the 

instructor about any missed assignments for any reason. 

Any assignments turned in beyond the due date will be penalized 3 points for each extra 

day. Students will be penalized 5 points  for any unexplained absence from class. 

 

ANY ASSIGNMENT OR EXAMINATION MISSED MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY 

A WRITTEN MEDICAL EXCUSE OR THE STUDENT WILL RECEIVE A GRADE OF 

0.0 FOR THAT EXAM. THERE WILL BE NO MAKE UP EXAMS. 

     

 

 

 


